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Campbell River is a kind of miniature edition of all of Canada. It 

contains in fairly small compass mining, logging, fishing, manufacturing, 

hydro-electric power, the wild frontier and a rich tourist trade.1

campbell River circa 1925 [Bca 
B-03949]

HistoRic context stateMent
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FIRST NATION OF CAMPBELL RIVER the First Nations people was dramatically expressed in 
ritual and ar t”.3 Mythology, ar t, and ritual were ways of 
reinforcing the inter-connection between the people, 
the rich surrounding natural environment, and the 
spiritual world.4 

Many of the First Nation people of Campbell River 
area are par t of the language group Kwakwaka’wakw 
(“Kwak’wala speaking people”), which is made 
up of more than twenty separate nations. The 
Kwakwaka’wakw people “occupy nor theast Vancouver 
Island and the mainland opposite it. This includes the 
land from Campbell River to Cape Scott on the east 
coast of the island and from Cape Cook nor th on the 
island’s west coast. On the mainland, the land opposite 
Campbell River nor th to Smith’s Inlet is traditional 
Kwakwaka’wakw territor y. Around the time of contact 
with Europeans (the 1790s) there were approximately 
thir ty independent Kwakwaka’wakw local groups, 
each with its own settlements and resource base”.5 
This is not inclusive however, as some First Nation 
people of the area do not consider themselves to be 
Kwakwaka’wakw due to the fact that they do not speak 
Kwak’wala but another language known as Liq’wala. 

Following the arrival of the Europeans in the mid-
nineteenth century, the First Nation people actively 
par ticipated in the economic development of the area. 
They worked as guides for the spor t fishing industr y 
that began to develop in the late 1800s, worked in 
the local logging industr y, and also contributed to 
the workforce at the Quathiaski Cannery on Quadra 
Island, processing and canning salmon. In fact, it was 
well-known that:

above: Johnnie galgame and 
Johnny guss, campbell River, date 
unknown [Bca c-02361]

Below: Katie scow, 1964 [McR 11323]

The area that would eventually become Campbell 
River has a long and rich histor y, stretching back more 
than 8,000 years. Evidence of First Nation villages and 
sites for food gathering occurred along the shoreline 
of Discovery Passage and at numerous places in the 
Campbell River estuar y. 

Campbell River is located in the territor y of the 
Kwakwaka’wakw First Nation language group and several 
different First Nation groups occupied various regions 
in the Campbell River area, resulting in a complicated 
territorial relationship. The indigenous people of the 
area lived off the abundant natural resources available 
year round and had intimate knowledge of, and respect 
for, the natural systems of the region. Tree bark was used 
to create rainproof clothing, giant cedars were used to 
build houses and canoes, and the surrounding waters 
were fished for salmon and trout. As a result, “in this 
abundant environment the spiritual and cultural life of 

The ocean and rivers gave 

a wealth and variety of 

food. In coastal settlements 

connected by a network of 

waterways, a rich cultural 

tradition developed.2
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The Campbell River area continues to have a 
significant First Nation population. Current sites such 
as the Kwanwat’si Big House, Thunderbird Hall, the 
Laichwiltach cemetery on the Tyee spit, the Tyee Spit 
itself, and the existing fish weir remnants all remain 
as legacy of the ongoing presence of the First Nation 
people in the Campbell River area. In addition, the 
city boasts many First Nation car vings that can be 
seen in different areas of the community, including 
in front of the Campbell River Museum and at the 
First Nation cemetery at the Tyee Spit, many of these 
car vings were done by Sam Henderson or members 
of the Sam Henderson family. Sam Henderson was “a 
noted car ver”7 as well as a “high ranking traditional 
chief who possessed rare and valuable knowledge of 
potlatch customs”.8 The continuing presence of the 
First Nation people is evident also in the interior 
displays of the Campbell River Museum and the 
Nuyumbalees Museum and Cultural Centre at Cape 
Mudge on Quadra Island, where exceptional pieces of 
First Nation ar t and ritual are on display. 

The early fishing expertise was held by the Native 

people, who were the first boatmen and guides for 

visiting anglers. After a cannery was established 

at Quathiaski Cove on Quadra Island, the Natives 

increasingly preferred to fish commercially.6

top: First nation man guiding a 
fishing boat [MCR 10215]

Middle: First nations on a wharf, 
campbell River [Bca c-04415]

Bottom: lekwiltok Village, campbell 
River, date unknown [McR 9159]
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Since the ear ly development of the area, there has 
been a deep respect for the ecological integrity of the 
Campbell River region and its diverse and abundant 
natural resources. Over histor y, the connection 
between land and the First Nation people has been 
expressed in many different ways including the creation 
and performance of song and dance, the celebration 
and impor tance of ar t, the passing down of stories 
and legends from one generation to the next, and 
the constant interaction between people and the 
environment: this connection remains an impor tant 
par t of the identity of Campbell River.

clockwise from top left:
danny Henderson [McR 11504]

campbell River; grave totem [Bca 
B-02584]. currently on display at the 
campbell River Museum,courtesy of 
the Quocksister family. 

indian dances at dedication of 
longhouses [McR 11326]
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RESPONSE TO A UNIQUE GEOGRAPHY

The unique and lush physical environment of the 
Campbell River area suppor ted the ear ly and lasting 
presence of a significant First Nation population:

The Northwest Coast cultures 
had a relatively dense population 
considering the peoples were 
non-agrarian. They gathered 
the abundance of both sea and 
land, but their staple was the 
resources of the sea, particularly 
the salmon. Native settlements 
were placed on sheltered beaches 
usually in proximity to clam 
beds or near river estuaries. An 
estuary provided an important 
transitional environment … and 
also supported resident and 
migratory waterfowl. The ocean 
offered five species of salmon in 
almost unbelievable bounty … 
Hunting and trapping on land 
provided meat, skins, and working 
materials such as horn and bone. 
The land provided vegetable foods 
and berries and the wood of 
several species of trees was used, 
but by far the most important 
was the supply of western red 
cedar .9

View of campbell River, 2010
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Once European settlers arrived, the abundance of 
natural resources that surround Campbell River led 
to the ear ly development of key industries and leisure 
activities, many of which have persisted to present 
day. The mountains, bodies of water, and forests that 
make up the Campbell River area provided direct and 
easy access to the raw materials necessar y to establish 
successful businesses beginning in the mid-nineteenth 
century. Though the First Nation people of the area 
had been respecting and living off the natural resources 
for thousands of years, it was not until the arrival of 
British and Spanish ships in the late 1700s that non-
Native peoples began to exploit the area for financial 
gain. Logging was not the only ear ly industr y, despite 
it being the first cash economy, in the area; “ranchers 
and farmers, especially those with families, suppor ted 
the industr y and created communities”.10 By the mid-
1800s, the developing logging industr y had begun to 
attract loggers from as far away as the British Isles. The 
fishing industr y began to flourish by this time as well, 
through the development of a spor t fishing community 
lured by the giant salmon of the Discovery Passage. 

It was the unique geography of the area that ensured its 
success as both an industrial and commercial centre as 
well as a popular tourist destination. The establishment 
of vast Strathcona Park in 1911 showcased much of 
the spectacular natural environment and drew many 
tourists, as it continues to do today. The geography of 
the Campbell River area shaped and influenced the 
historic and modern development of the community, 
making it a successful and diverse ear ly coastal 
destination. 

Of significant impor tance to the development of 
Campbell River was the Campbell River itself, which has 
been declared a Heritage River by the BC Parks British 
Columbia Heritage Rivers Program, and is impor tant 
for its ecological and historical value to the community. 
The Campbell River was historically an impor tant 
source of food and transpor tation for the First Nation 
people of the area as well as for the settlers who later 
arrived in the region. Today, the River is an impor tant 
par t of community identity, providing for a number 
of activities including fishing, recreation, travel and 
transpor t, industrial, and environmental uses. 

The unique geography of the Campbell River area also 
created a unique local ‘spirituality’, one between the 
people of the community and the natural environment. 
Since the ear ly development of the area, there has 
been a deep respect for the ecological integrity of the 
Campbell River region and its diverse and abundant 
natural resources. Over histor y, the connection between 
land and people has been expressed in many different 
ways beginning with the traditions of the First Nation 
people, including the creation and performance of song 
and dance, the passing down of stories and legends 
from one generation to the next, and the constant 
interaction between people and the environment. The 
legend surrounding ‘Big Rock’ is one such example of 
this inter-relationship. Big Rock, a large boulder at the 
water’s edge, has played an impor tant role in local First 
Nation legend; there are currently three legends of 
how Big Rock came to be that have been passed down 
by three different First Nation groups in the Campbell 
River area. 

Over its histor y, the natural 
environment of the Campbell 
River area has suppor ted a 
variety of industries, activities, 
and people. It has been the 
muse for celebrated authors 
like Roderick Haig-Brown, 
and has been the source of 
inspiration for spectacular First 
Nation ar t as well as the work 
of ar tists like Sybil Andrews. 
The unique geography of the 
Campbell River area has been 
the strongest influence on 
the histor y and development 
of the community and has 
shaped Campbell River into 
the city it is today. 

Big Rock, 2010
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ENVIRONMENTALISM

From the beginning, the 
community of Campbell River 
has had a deep connection to 
the resource rich environment 
that surrounds it; in fact, one of 
the most impor tant and unique 
aspects of Campbell River is that 
it has had, from its inception, 
a significant First Nation 
population in its midst. This 
early and ubiquitous presence 
has helped to instill a sense of 
respect and responsibility into 
much of the local community. 
Since the arrival of non-
Native people to the area in 
the mid-nineteenth century, 
when industrial development 
began in earnest, there has 
been a strong stalwar t group 
of conservationists who fought 
for and defended the land and 
waters of the Campbell River 
area. 

Upon the arrival of European 
settlers in the mid-nineteenth 
century, the lush forests of 
the Campbell River area 
would have appeared vir tually 
untouched, “their use by the 

Indians over the centuries was noticeable only near the 
water’s edge where giant cedars bore the scars of plank 
splitting or bark stripping and a few burned stumps 
showed that canoe logs had been removed”.11 It was 
only upon the arrival of settlers that land was cleared; 
initially for farmland and later for the logging industry.

The concern over the sustainability of industrial activities 
and the health of the natural environment became an 
organized effort in 1924 when the Tyee Club of Campbell 
River was formed. Though the Club was also a method 
of legitimizing and standardizing the Tyee sport fishing 
industry, it was primarily a way to curb the over-fishing 
and depletion of salmon stocks, which had grown to 
become a reasonable concern. The “Native Brotherhood” 
also had early concerns regarding declining fish stocks in 
the area, and as a response “the Kwakiutl District Council 
(representing eleven Kwakwaka’wakw bands) and other 
First Nations groups began pressing for a greater say in the 
management of their traditional livelihood”.12 Concern for 
the environment became a community wide issue in 1938 
when a disastrous forest fire destroyed over 75,000 acres 
of timber. Tree planting efforts began as the importance of 
forest conservation was realized, and logging operations 
became involved as they recognized the value in the 
reforestation of logged areas. Reforestation, siliviculture and 
the conservation of forested areas remain significant parts 
of the forestry industry in Campbell River today, evident 
in the protection of the Beaver Lodge Lands, 415 hectares 
of forest land that was gifted to the Province of British 
Columbia by the Elk River Timber Company in 1931.

Roderick Haig-Brown, date unknown [McR 18056, photo taken by 
Haig-Brown’s long-time friend, Van egan]
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In 1947, when the John Har t hydroelectric projects 
were completed, concerns were raised over the plans 
for successive levels of dams on the Campbell River 
system. The proposition of a third dam on Buttle 
Lake, in Strathcona Park, prompted the reaction of 
local conservationists like Roderick Haig-Brown. The 
dam was relocated to Upper Campbell Lake with the 
message of the environmentalists resonating clear ly, 
“this isn’t an agricultural countr y, and when our timber 
and minerals have been exhausted, we will have nothing 
but a wasteland”.13 

The motivation of the conservationists in Campbell 
River came from a deep respect and appreciation for 
the surrounding natural environment, “as hikers, hunters, 
trappers, fishers and mountaineers they developed a 
complex knowledge that made their arguments calling 
for a balance of economic and wilderness values, hard 
to ignore”.14 As an educated and experienced group, 
the conservationists of Campbell River were more 
than simply an outspoken crowd, they were the people 
who used and relied on the natural environment and 
who cared for the sustainability of its resources.

Environmental concerns were raised again in the 
1960s when a Western Mine development began on 
Myra Creek. Roderick Haig-Brown, Dr. Bob Gordon 
and local biology teacher, Van Egan, all spoke out 
against the development of the mine. Criticism 
was also drawn when the government approved an 
application from Western Mines to discharge mine, 

mill, and domestic sewage waste into the local 
water supply (Myra Creek and Buttle Lake). The 
NDP government focused on pollution laws in the 
1970s and in 1973 passed a cessation on any future 
logging and mining activities in Strathcona Park. 
Environmental concerns were also focused on the 
health of the Campbell River itself during this time 
as years of logging, sawmill and mine waste , and the 
activities of a cement plant had taken a significant toll 
on the health of the River, ser iously compromising 
the health of the surrounding plants and animals. The 
1970s brought for th fur ther concerns about over-
fishing and damaged environments and attention was 
focused on the conser vation of the dwindling salmon 
and trout populations. Hatcheries were proposed as 
the solution, though environmentalists objected as 
the belief was that natural salmon habitats should 
be repaired instead, and that hatcheries would result 
in the depletion of genetic var iability in the fish 
stocks. However, due to the continued pollution and 
destruction of the waters, the hatcheries became the 
salvation of the Campbell River fish population. 

Today, the environmental movement in Campbell 
River remains strong. Though one of its most stalwar t 
leaders and suppor ters, Roderick Haig-Brown – who 
was a writer, fisherman, magistrate, and conservationist 
– passed away in 1976 at the age of 68, his effor ts and 
the effor ts of people like him created a solid base on 
which the future generations could stand on to defend 
the natural environment of the Campbell River area. 
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SETTLEMENT

Thousands of years 
ago, the area that 
would become 
Campbell River 
sustained and was 
sustained by a 
large First Nation 
population. By the 
1880s, the Canadian 
government was 
attempting to 
attract people to 
the Campbell River 
area by offering 
large parcels of land 
to British citizens 
in return for their 
continued use of 
and improvements 
to the land; land 

that was touted (somewhat ar tificially) as being 
agriculturally ideal for the production of crops and 
raising stock animals. In reality, the land was more 
suited for tree growing than crop growing. The logging 
camps that began to appear at the same time as the 
government’s plea for farmers and ranchers provided 
a more lucrative and appealing stimulus for growth in 
the area. 

The majority of the non-Native families in the area 
were from England, Ireland, and Scotland, though a 
small number of Chinese and Japanese workers did 
arrive to work in the thriving commercial fishing and 
logging industries, which also provided work to some of 
the First Nation people. A few Chinese men were also 
employed at local hotels and logging camps as cooks. 
The area was also home to small populations of people 
from Sweden, Finland, and Austria who arrived to work 
in the logging industr y or, like the famed Thulin brothers 
who arrived from Sweden, to establish themselves as 
entrepreneurs. During the ear ly settlement of Campbell 
River, three distinct areas/neighbourhoods emerged. 
The oldest Campbell River neighbourhood was 
Campbellton, located along the banks of the Campbell 
River, the other two areas to develop were known as 
Willow Point and Nor th Campbell River. These three 
areas exist today in Campbell River and continue to 
exhibit much of the historic characteristics for which 
they were originally known. 

The Campbell River area went from a population of 
only a few non-Native people in 1901 to a population 
of 1,200 in 1932. The visiting population of the area 
increased dramatically every year in the spring, summer 
and fall months as the spor t fishing industr y continued 
to lure more people to the area.

Map of campbell River, date 
unknown [Bca i-52892]
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PIONEER FAMILIES

Campbell River was established by the effor ts 
and determination of many people, industries, and 
circumstances. Frederick Nunns is credited as being 
the first white man to settle in the area, though his 
brother Jack was also an ear ly Campbell River pioneer. 
Frederick and Jack Nunns were born in Ireland on 
January 30, 1858, and before he had turned twenty, 
Frederick had set off to travel the world. Nunns 
traveled alone to London and to Morocco, where 
Jack joined him, together, the twin brothers ventured 
to Australia and New Zealand before settling in the 
Campbell River area in 1887. Over the years many 
relatives of Fred and Jack would arrive in the area, 
some staying only briefly, and others remaining for 
many years. Frederick Nunns kept a detailed journal of 
his life in the Campbell River area during the late 1800s 
and again in the 1900s. One of the families Nunns had 
contact with was the Quocksister family (Kwak-sees-
tahla, Kwaksistala, Quack-sus-tu-la); a well-known First 
Nation family in the area. In 1890, Edward B. Hill settled 
in the area and, though not much is known about him, 
he is often referred to as one of the ear liest Campbell 
River pioneers; he was the owner of 160 acres of land, 
which is now occupied by the business centre of the 
City of Campbell River. The ear liest settlers in the area 
sustained themselves on fishing, hunting, farming, and 
used the forest resources to construct their homes. 
Many of the men found work in the flourishing logging 
industr y of the time. 

Following the arrival of the ear ly European settlers, 
people began moving to the area for the access to land 
and to steady employment. The success of the local 
logging industr y lured many to the area. Mike and Jim 
King, brothers from Michigan, had acquired a timber 
track in the area and by the 1880s they had taken up 
the land in Campbell River and established a logging 
camp, which was run by the King’s par tner, Lewis Casey. 
Aside from the logging industr y, Jim King had mining 
interests and owned proper ty in both Vancouver and 
New Westminster. Home of Frederick nunns, 1912 [Bca 

c-05359] 
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By the end of 1903, a fair number 

of people had found Campbell 

River. The district was becoming 

known for the plentiful supply 

of game birds and animals, and 

the adjacent waters for the 

salmon, and the adjacent lakes 

for the abundance of trout, and 

a considerable number of hunters 

and fishermen had braved the 

wilderness. Surveyors and trappers, 

mining prospectors and timber 

cruisers had also visited the area, 

and it was only a matter of time 

before someone, seeing the need 

to provide accommodation, and sell 

food and household needs to the 

settlers, would come here, someone 

with vision, willing to take a chance 

on the future of the town. 15

The Campbell River visionar ies were the Thulin 
brothers, who were or iginally from Sweden but 
arr ived in the area via Lund, where they had created a 
community. The Thulins, Fred and Char les, established 
Campbell River when they noted the need for 
accommodation in the area. Upon construction of the 
Willows Hotel in 1904, the Thulin brothers created 
what was to one day become the City of Campbell 
River. In fact, the Thulin family may have been the 
most influential ear ly pioneer family in Campbell 
River due to the many contr ibutions of much needed 
community amenities, evidenced by the fact that: 
“in 1906, when government-provided funds for the 
construction of a wharf proved woefully insufficient, 
Char les Thulin proceeded to hire a contractor and 
finish the job”.16 Fur thermore , “Mr. Thulin, being the 
only significant taxpayer, provided ever ything for 
the fir st school, which was held in a room in the 
old or iginal red hotel, later called the Annex to the 

painter’s lodge, 1950 [McR 3223]
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new Willows Hotel”17, and finally, between 1918 and 
1920 Char les Thulin “built the Lileana Pavil ion, a 
dance hall named for his three daughters, Lil l ie , Elin 
and Anna”.18 The contr ibutions of the Thulin family 
to the economic and social vital ity of Campbell 
River is one of the main reasons the area became as 
successful and well-known as it did. 

In 1922, another of Campbell River’s most influential 
families arr ived in the area, attracted by the fame 
of the local salmon fishing industr y. E.P. (Ned) and 
June Painter established a homestead neighbouring 
the local Fir st Nation village. Ned Painter earned 
a living building and renting rowboats, which were 
constructed to suit the swift currents of the Campbell 
River mouth. Soon after, Painter was able to expand 
his business; he established guiding ser vices and 
created spor t fishing camps to accommodate the 
ardent spor t fishermen who arr ived in the area to 

fish for the giant Tyee salmon (any salmon weighing 
over 30lbs). Ned Painter’s boats are still considered 
the perfect vessel for salmon fishing in the Discover y 
Passage. The Painter’s cabin would eventually become 
a wor ld famous resor t, known as Painter’s Lodge. The 
building was lost to fire in 1985, but was rebuilt in 
1987 and continues to attract tourists from around 
the globe.

top left: Mary and charles thulin, 
in the lounge of the third Willows 
Hotel in campbell River, 1909 [Bca 
c-05410]

Top Right: The first Willows Hotel, date 
unknown [McR 8248]
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HUNTING AND GATHERING

The pioneers of Campbell River, who began arriving 
in the mid-1800s, sustained themselves on farming, 
ranching, logging, hunting, and fishing. Arriving from 
the British Isles, where many people made a living 
on the fields, the new critical reliance on fishing the 
ocean, river, and lakes and hunting for deer and fowl 
in the forests would have been a dramatic change 
for the new settlers. The First Nation people of the 
area had been living off the land in such a way for 
thousands of years prior to the arrival of the ‘white 
man’, and offered their ser vices as guides to the new 
residents of Campbell River. Many people, attempting 
to raise livestock, took to hunting predatory animals, 
bears and panthers (cougars), as their fur and meat 
provided much needed resources and the elimination 
of predators meant that farmers could more 
successfully raise pigs and cows. Despite the perceived 
harshness of the climate and the endless wilderness, 
the Campbell River area was, and continues to be, a 
lush region rich in natural resources. 
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A LOCAL COMMERCIAL CENTRE

The flow of capital that enabled the rapid maturation 
of the frontier communities was ver y different than the 
banking and investment system that we know today. 
The ear liest settlers arrived before financial institutions 
could be established. Speculative land development 
happened quickly and with little regulation, and those 
who took risks could make quick profits, which suited 
admirably the aspirations of those who had moved this 
far to make their for tune. Much ear ly development was 
backed by British investment, as the great majority of 
the western settlers had ties to the Mother Countr y, 
and despite potential r isks, overseas investments were 
often surprisingly lucrative. At this time of Imperial 
expansion, there was a general sense of optimistic 
entrepreneurialism, fuelled by seemingly unlimited 
available land and natural resources. 

The local logging industr y was one of the most 
influential factors in the ear ly success of the Campbell 
River economy as it brought workers, families, 
amenities, and infrastructure to the area. As Campbell 
River continued to be settled and developed, a local 
culture of commerce began to evolve. Campbell 
River was established as a legitimate stopping point 
with comfor table lodgings in 1904 when the Thulin 
brothers, Frederick and Char les, arrived in the area and 
constructed a hotel, which they named “The Willows”. 
The Thulins were attracted to the area following their 
establishment of the community of Lund, located in the 
nor thwest region of the Sunshine Coast. By the time 
the Thulins had arrived in the area, Campbell River was 

campbell River drug store and 
canadian imperial Bank of 
commerce, circa 1922 [Bca 
c-02377]

The first Willows Hotel in Campbell 
River; later known as the annex, 1906 
[Bca c-05409]

opposite page: Hunters, date 
unknown [McR 13229]
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already known for it’s thriving 
logging industr y and was 
becoming famous for its giant 
Tyee salmon, attracting spor t 
fishermen from across the 
world. The Thulin brothers, 
“living across the strait at Lund, 
noted all the action in Campbell 
River with interest. Here was 
an oppor tunity to expand 
their multifaceted operations 
as loggers, storekeepers and 
hoteliers. Campbell River’s 
growing population of thirsty 
loggers and dapper anglers 
were awaiting the enterprising 
Thulins”.19 

The Willows Hotel changed 
Campbell River. The hotel was 
a two-storey building with 
thir teen rooms and a bar – 
the Willows quickly became 
the most popular spot in 
the area for the loggers and 
anglers, and within a year 
it had expanded. With the 
establishment of the hotel, 
other amenities soon followed. 
The Thulins, together with a 
par tner, constructed a small 
shop and by 1906, they were 
already developing a larger 
store. The area was equipped 
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with a Post Office, general store, and wharf by 1907. 
Indeed, “both the wharf and Campbell River Trading 
Company Store (where the Georgia Quay building not 
stands) were open for business by 1907 and Campbell 
River became a regular por t of call”.20 By 1909, a new 
Willows Hotel was constructed but was burned to 
the ground only seven months later. The third Willows 
Hotel was opened in July of 1910; it was an impressive 
eighty-room structure. 

Following the First World War, improvements and 
advancements in various technologies resulted in 
the modernization of Campbell River, electric power 
arrived in the area, a new breakwater and wharf were 
constructed, and in 1946 a float plan operation was 
established on the beach adjacent to the Willows 
Hotel when Bob Langdon arrived in the area as a fill-in 
pilot. In fact, “townsfolk who seldom needed Langdon’s 
seaplane service may not have recognized how crucial 
a par t his company played in solidifying Campbell 
River’s position as an economic hub for the nor th 
island”.21 This influence continued when the Campbell 
River airpor t was opened in 1959, a project that had 
taken over five years to realize. The Airpor t continues 
to contribute to Campbell River's tourism, mining, and 
forestr y industries by allowing residents, visitors, and 
workers quick and efficient access to the community, 
the Airpor t also continues to connect Campbell River 
with the rest of Vancouver Island and the mainland.22 

top to Bottom:

Bee Hive Building pool Room and 
ice cream parlor in campbell River, 
circa 1918 [Bca c-04403]

the ‘Big store’, campbell River [Bca 
c-04408]

crawford and Mcneil store, 
campbell River, 1918 [Bca c-04413]

opposite page: third Willows Hotel, 
1909 [Bca c-05408]
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THE INDUSTRIES: A RESOURCE-BASED 
ECONOMY

The steady settlement that had been occurring in the 
area between the 1880s and the ear ly 1900s became 
stronger, as numerous contributing factors led to a 
mass exodus from Europe, especially from England and 
Scotland. The devastating effects of the agricultural 
depression of the second half of the nineteenth century 
drove many to seek a new life in the colonies. Between 
1870 and the turn of the twentieth century, 700,000 
British farmers and farm workers emigrated to star t 
a new life. It was the presence of many successful 
industries in the Campbell River area that attracted 
newcomers and solidified the community as both an 
industrial and leisure spor t capital. 
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FORESTRY: LOGGING, FOREST 
PRODUCTS AND REFORESTATION

Here are found the principal logging camps of the 

Province, and a very important supply of the best 

merchantable timber.23

The logging industr y in Campbell River began in earnest 
in the 1880s and became the first major industr y in the 
area. Due to the existence of small “pocket groves” of 
fir trees accessible by waterways, the area was ideal 
for the establishment of many small-scale, independent 
logging operations. Once word of the logging potential 
of the area had reached communities outside the 
region, only “one other factor kept timber from the 
Campbell River area from being cut in the 1860’s and 
1870’s. This was transpor tation. The large sawmills 
had located close to the 49th parallel on Vancouver 
Island and the mainland. Logically they cut first those 
timber stands located close to their mills. As these 
were exhausted the few steam tugs of the day towed 
more distant logs to the safe booming grounds at the 
millsites”.24

The firm of King & Casey, established and run by Mike 
and Jim King and their par tner Lewis Casey, operated 
successful logging camps “throughout the mid-coast 
region”25 beginning in the 1880s. They were among 
the “first logging operators in the Discovery Passage 
region”.26 Later, the McLaren Brothers established a 
logging company, and by 1913 owned a large area of 
timber and worked the land by contracting it out to 
smaller operations. 

left: campbell River suppression 
crew camp, 1948 [Bca na-09177]

Right: loggers from the international 
timber co. camp near campbell 
River, circa 1926 [Bca d-04843]
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Large scale locomotive logging operations flourished throughout 

the B.C . coast and rail lines were popping up everywhere. Railroad 

logging demanded a high level of investment as well as increased 

maintenance and operational costs. A number of large companies 

soon joined the logging scene which had formerly been dominated by 

small producers.27 

Despite the radical change in the industr y caused by 
the introduction of the steam locomotive, the truck 
eventually took over the trade. By the 1920s the trucks 
were commonplace on logging roads and at logging 
sites. 

The life of men employed in the logging industr y was 
dangerous, exhausting, and isolating. Loggers lived 
in logging camps, which usually housed around 500 
men; often the camps had a small shop and food was 
usually provided by an in-house cook. The camps were 
comprised solely of men, resulting in a raucous crowd 
around the Willows Hotel on the weekends as men went 
in search of liquor, fun, and women. Indeed, the loggers 
helped to establish and sustain a successful economy in 
the area. The logging men were the main patrons of the 
Willows Hotel, and also prompted the creation of the 
logging camps closer to the timber stands, in which so 
many of them lived. “For a small town, Campbell River 
had a ver y active social scene. On the weekends the 
loggers would hit town, everything stayed open until 
ver y late Saturday night, there were dances, singsongs, 
card games”28, Char les Thulin built the Lilelana Pavillion 
dance hall to accommodate the local crowd. In turn, 
the hospital was established because of the dangerous 
nature of the industr y.

The technology of the industr y 
had many manifestations over 
its histor y from oxen pulled, to 
horse powered, to the steam 
donkey and the locomotive. 
The introduction of the 
steam-powered locomotive 
caused the greatest change 
in the industr y since its ear ly 
development. Railroad logging 
thrived during the 1920s;
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Several different logging outfits were established 
in Campbell River by the ear ly 1900s. The first, the 
International Timber Company, which established 
itself in the area in 1906, had one of the “largest 
logging railroads on Vancouver Island in the 1920s” 
29 and ultimately had power over the Tyee Spit; the 
International Timber Company was eventually taken 
over by the Elk River Timber Company. Bloedel, 
Stewar t and Welch acquired timber lands in the 
Campbell River area in 1925 and in 1926, land was 
purchased by several men from Seattle and Por tland 
and the holding company that was formed to hold 
the timber was known as the Campbell River Timber 
Company Limited. In 1922 the fir st sawmill was 
opened in Campbell River and in 1952, the Elk Falls 
Mill (a pulp and paper mill) began production in the 
area. “By 1988 Elk Falls employed almost 1400 people , 
their combined salar ies totaling more than 60 million 
dollars. It was, by far, the major force driving Campbell 
River’s economy”.30 The sawmills were impor tant to 
the pulp and paper industr y of the area, in fact, the 
Elk Falls Mill “built a small-log sawmill and a planer 
mill”31 adjacent to its pulp mill as the sawdust was 
used in the production of the paper. 

Logging now moved farther into the hills as logging camps were created 

using the power of the locomotive. These camps were usually made 

up of several bunkhouses, a shop, a cookhouse and a Mess Hall, that 

were transported to the site on rails . For those who worked in the 

woods this change marked a gradual end to a transient lifestyle, as 

the camps became unique communities.27

previous page: loggers from the 
international timber co. camp near 
campbell River, circa 1926 [Bca 
d-04854]

Below: international timber co. train 
near campbell River, circa 1926 
[Bca d-04859]
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The logging industr y was an impetus in the ear ly 
and lasting success of Campbell River. Even during 
the Great Depression of the 1930s “Campbell River 
was thr iving with many of the area’s logging camps 
dependent on the town for mail, supplies, and hospital 
ser vices”.32 The logging industr y was also a dr iving 
force in the establishment of the Union Steamship 
Company of Br itish Columbia, an impor tant form of 
transpor t, which conveyed freight and mail, assisted 
with emergency ser vices, and towed var ious vessels.

In 1938, a disastrous forest fire ravaged the area 
resulting in the loss of 75,000 acres of cut and standing 
timber ; this catastrophe prompted the industr y to pay 
more attention to the impor tance of tree planting 
in the logged areas. In fact, “because the forests of 
the Nor th Island were thought to be inexhaustible 
little thought was given to replanting logged-over 
areas during the fifty years from 1889-1939”.33 The 
forest fire of 1938 changed this perception; following 
the fire the government established the Provincial 
Forestr y Depar tment’s local reforestation plan, “the 
disastrous 1938 Bloedel fire spurred the government 
to star t reforestation projects on the burned-over 
land … In 1938 it was announced that a production 
forest nurser y would be established near Campbell 
River. The following years saw 9,000 acres replanted 
with Douglas Fir … By 1943 Conscientious Objectors 
were planting trees for the Forest Ser vice , achieving 
an all-time high in that year in restocking logged-
off areas”.34  The logging industr y in the area shifted 
post-forest fire , placing impor tance on reforestation; 
the industr y in Campbell River became known for 
its innovation and creativity in logging – illustrated 

left: High-rig logging operation, campbell River, 1918 [Bca 
d-07720]

Right: loggers felling a tree, campbell River, 1918 [Bca d-07721]
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by the fact that the tree 
planting shovel was 
invented in the Campbell 
River area and by the fact 
that the community rallied 
so often for the protection 
of large stands of timber, 
most obviously the Beaver 
Lodge Lands, a gift to 
the Province of Br itish 
Columbia by the Elk River 
Timber Company in 1931. 
Today, logging continues to 
be an impor tant industr y 
in the area, though the 
community is conscious 
of the impor tance of the 
forests and continues the 
practice of replanting 
that was star ted back in 
the 1930s.  Reforestation, 
by planting seedlings in 
logged areas, remains 
a ver y impor tant par t 
of the Campbell River 
Forest Distr ict silviculture 
program. 

oxen pulling logs [Bca a-00534]
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FISHING

Campbell River, as described in the 1910-1911 Directory:

A Logging camp & fishing resort, 130 miles north of Vancouver via 

CPR coast service.

Spor t and commercial fishing together with logging 
were the major industries that resulted in the economic 
and social success of Campbell River.

to fish for Tyee, although they did not catch any, 
their trip brought much attention to the spor t 
fishing industr y of the area. 

The spor t fishing industr y in Campbell River 
was influenced greatly by Roderick Haig-Brown, 
an ecologist, fisherman, and environmental 
activist who is best known for his essays on 
fly-fishing, r ivers, conservation and family life . 
Arguably Campbell River’s most notable citizen, 
Roderick Haig-Brown was an internationally 
famous Canadian writer and ear ly leader of 
the conservation movement in Canada.  Haig-
Brown’s published works include over 25 books 
and well over 200 ar ticles and speeches. Roderick 
Haig-Brown arrived in British Columbia from his 
native England, and during the 1920s worked 
on Vancouver Island as a logger, commercial 
fisherman, and as a guide to visiting anglers. 

Sport Fishing
Beginning in the 1890s anglers began arriving 
in the area to fish for salmon in the mouth 
of the Campbell River. Sir Richard Musgrave 
is credited with bringing worldwide attention 
to the fishing potential of the Campbell River 
area in 1896 when he wrote an ar ticle in an 
angling magazine after visiting the area. Pioneer 
Frederick Nunns wrote of an American who 
paid him $2 a day to fish, and officers from the 
British Naval Base discovered the pleasure in 
spor t fishing and quickly notified others of the 
promise of great fish stocks at Campbell River. 
Indeed, “the area became a mecca for anglers. 
Many came and stayed for weeks, fishing 
incessantly”.35 Over the years, Campbell River’s 
legendary Tyee salmon attracted celebrities and 
dignitaries from around the world. In 1931, the 
King and Queen of Siam (Thailand) arrived in 
Campbell River during their vacation in Canada 
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Although Haig-Brown left British Columbia 
to return to England, he returned again to 
Vancouver Island in the 1930s with his wife, 
Ann, one of Campbell River’s most community 
driven and generous residents. In 1936 Roderick 
and Ann settled in their home on the banks of 
the Campbell River, Roderick was often seen 
fly-fishing for trout in the Campbell River. Both 
Roderick and Ann were socially active members 
of the community. For several years Roderick 
ser ved as local magistrate presiding over a wide 
range of cases and Ann for over for ty years, 
frequently opened her home as a safe place 
for women and children in crisis. Subsequently, 
the Ann Elmore Transition House opened 
in her name in 1987. In later years Roderick 
was recognized for his concern regarding the 
health of salmon and was a member of three 

Federal Electoral Boundary Commissions and 
the International Pacific Salmon Commission. 
His legacy in the community lives on as the 
family sold their home and proper ty in 1974 
to the Provincial government to be preserved 
as permanent greenbelt land. The house is now 
home to a Canada Council sponsored Writer 
in Residence during the winter months and in 
the summer is used as a bed-and-breakfast.

above left: ann and Roderick Haig-
Brown, date unknown [McR Baldwin 
Fonds]

Above: Tyee salmon fishing, 
campbell River, 1950 [Bca i-21431]

opoosite page: Visitor from the u.s. 
with tyee salmon, 1953 [Bca i-21434]
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The quickly expanding 
spor t fishing community 
put pressure on the 
salmon population of 
the area, “concerned 
that the Tyee should be 
given the protection 
and prestige it deserved, 
two dedicated anglers 
met with the manager of 
the Willows Hotel and 
agreed steps should be 

taken to regulate the spor t”.36 The Tyee Club of 
Campbell River was formed in 1924, making the 
fishing of the giant salmon of Discovery Passage 
a legitimate spor t. The five founding fishermen 
established the club as a means to avoid over-
fishing and depletion of the fish stocks and to 
establish the ‘rules’ of spor t fishing in B.C . The 
Club still remains active today. 

Spor t fishing remains an impor tant industr y 
and spor t in Campbell River and continues to 
be one of the main tourist draws to the area. 

above: Men with tyee salmon [Bca i-27478]

above Right: Men along the spit, standing in ned painter’s boats, 
date unknown [McR 11542]
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The commercial fishing and fish processing 
industr y began in earnest in the ear ly 1900s, 
when W.E. Anderson took ownership of the 
Quathiaski Cove Cannery on Quadra Island. 
Though there was not a cannery in Campbell 
River, the act of fishing for the cannery 
took place in the waters in and around the 
community, and many of the fishermen who 
worked for the cannery were from or lived in 
Campbell River. In 1937, W.E. Anderson’s health 
became too poor to continue management of 
the cannery. Through discussions with his top 
fishermen, Anderson settled on B.C . Packers as 
the new owners. One of the B.C . Packers boats, 
B.C .P. 45, made famous when its photograph 
was used on the Canadian five-dollar bill, has 
been completely restored and resides in the 
Maritime Heritage Centre in Campbell River. 
Several years after the sale to B.C . Packers, 
the Quathiaski Cannery burned to the ground. 
Commercial fishing operations in the Campbell 
River area were relocated to other canneries 
along the coast. 

Increasing industrial, commercial, and residential 
development along the coast of Vancouver Island 
star ted to affect the health and populations 
of the fish stocks in the Campbell River area 
beginning in the ear ly 1900s. By the 1970s over-
fishing and damaged environments focused 
attentions on the conservation of the dwindling 
salmon and trout populations. Hatcheries were 
created, to the objection of environmentalists 

like Roderick Haig-Brown who believed instead 
that natural salmon habitats should be repaired. 
Due to the continued pollution and destruction 
of the waters however, the hatcheries became 
the salvation of the Campbell River fish 
population, though the genetic variation of the 
fish was negatively affected:

Commercial Fishing and Fish Processing

‘The hatchery became the last line of defence 

for the survival of the salmon and trout – and 

the culture surrounding it’ … The returns have 

increased steadily, starting with 2,000 coho in the 

first few years to 28,500 by 1985.37

top: B.c. packers 45 Boat, fully restored at the Maritime Heritage centre in campbell River, 2010 
Bottom: campbell River salmon Hatchery (photo courtesy greg pond)
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Though the commercial fishing industr y in 
Campbell River was lucrative, it was also 
perilous due to a treacherous blockage in the 
Seymour Narrows, the main shipping channel 
to and from Campbell River – this blockage 
was known as Ripple Rock. With waters only 
2.7 metres in depth at low tide, Ripple Rock, 
also known as the Devil Beneath the Sea, posed 
a serious hazard to many vessels. In 1958, the 
intentional explosion of Ripple Rock, was filmed 
by CBC and broadcasted live across the nation, 
it remains a well-known event associated with 
Campbell River and is known as one of the 
largest non-nuclear explosions in the world. The 
event has since been designated a Canadian 
National Historic Event. 

The dedication of the community to maintain a 
strong and healthy fish population and to keep 
natural fish habitats clean, has led to a healthier 
commercial fishing industr y in the region, an 
industr y that continues to be of impor tance in 
Campbell River today. The industr y’s histor y and 
development is remembered through sites such 
as the Maritime Heritage Centre. The Maritime 
Heritage Centre was an idea conceived in 1988, 
when a large plot of land became available near 
the Discovery Pier. Constructed on the site of 
an old sewage treatment plant, the Maritime 
Heritage Centre celebrates the rich maritime 
histor y of the Campbell River area.

clockwise from above:

W.E. Anderson’s fleet of fishing boats, 
circa 1912 [McR 6011]

Fishing Boat off of campbell River, 
2007 (photo courtesy Mark allerton)

Quathiaski cove cannery, circa 
1921 [McR 19521]

opposite page: explosion of Ripple 
Rock, 1958 [McR 12150]
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MINING
Mining was also a significant industr y in Campbell 
River. Char les Thulin, who arrived in the area with 
his brother Frederick in 1904, had mining interests 
in several different communities, and was confident 
in the mining potential of the Campbell River area. 
By 1913, the Strathcona Iron Company of Upper 
Quinsam had acquired proper ty and was preparing 
to develop the iron mines there. By 1950, the 
Argonaut Mine went into production: 

For seven years during the 1950s an open pit mine 

extracted iron ore from a location near Campbell 

River. The Argonaut Mine employed nearly 300 

men, most of whom made their homes in the town. 

The ore was trucked to a wharf constructed by the 

company on the Campbell River Spit, where it was 

loaded onto deep-sea ships. Long after the mine 

had closed and the facility knew other owners, 

the name Argonaut Wharf remained in popular 

usage.38

entrance to lynx Mine (Western Mines) 
[McR 10727]

Western Mine employees on break, 1965 [McR 10734]
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The popularity of the location - within yards of 

Frenchman’s Pool and the Tyee Pool, encouraged 

construction of a main lodge, which soon became an 

international favourite among avid fishermen and 

celebrities alike. Many heads of state, politicians, 

and the Hollywood set made Painter’s a prime BC 

fishing destination. Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, John 

Wayne and Susan Hayward are just a few of the 

stars who visited Painter’s . As BC fishing began 

to earn its international reputation, the lodge 

became legendary as the prime location for trophy 

fishermen seeking giant Pacific salmon.39

TOURISM
Campbell River has become a worldwide tourist 
destination due to its ideal location in the 
wilderness of Vancouver Island and its accessibility 
to transpor tation. Though often thought of as a 
modern industr y, tourism was actually one of the 
biggest contributors to economic and social success 
in Campbell River during its ear ly development. 
Shor tly after the ear liest European settlers arrived 
in the region, it was discovered as a mecca for spor t 
fishermen, due to the abundance of Tyee salmon. 
Sir Richard Musgrave is credited as the person 
who spread the word about the excellent fishing in 
Campbell River when, in 1896, he wrote an ar ticle 
in an angling magazine about the giant salmon in 
the Campbell River area, spurring the ear ly tourism 
industr y. Anglers from all over the globe began 
travelling to the area beginning in the 1890s. By the 
late 1890s tourists had also discovered the beauty 
of the local waterfalls at Elk Falls, encouraging more 
people to vacation in the Campbell River area. 
The onslaught of ear ly tourists created a need for 
comfor table accommodations. The Thulin brothers 
who established the first hotel in the area, The 
Willows Hotel, met this need. Soon, fishing camps 
were established in the area, followed by shops, a 
community/dance hall and other social amenities. 
Another Campbell River Hotel, the Quinsam, was 
built in the 1920s; this hotel remains in operation 
today. 

The Painter family, who had star ted a boat building 
and rental business that expanded into guiding 
services, contributed to local tourism:

the lobby of the Willows Hotel, campbell 
River, circa 1909 [Bca c-02360]



32

&

Though the original Painter’s’ Lodge burned down 
in 1985, it has been rebuilt and still attracts tourists 
from all over the world. 

Tourism has been a significant industr y in the 
Campbell River area since the late 1800s and has 
only increased in impor tance over time:

The sports fishing industry, including resorts, 

guiding services, charter operations, trailer parks 

and amenities, took its place beside forestry and 

commercial fishing as a mainstay of the community. 

Canada’s first saltwater fishing pier, constructed 

beside the government docks, opened in 1987. 

The Discovery Pier was an immediate and ongoing 

success with residents and visitors alike.40

Interest in the wilderness of the Campbell River 
area continued to grow as people ventured to the 
community for vacations and to par take in the many 
outdoor activities available there. Today, Campbell 
River is known locally as the “Salmon Capital of 
the World” but offers a wide variety of outdoor 
leisure and spor ts including, whale watching, bear 
watching, diving, kayaking, and boating; the area also 
offers cultural and heritage attractions, illustrated 
by the Campbell River Museum, the Campbell 
River Ar t Galler y, the Sybil Andrews Cottage, the 
many First Nation car vings in the City, the Painter’s 
Lodge resor t, and the Nuyumbalees Museum and 
Cultural Centre at Cape Mudge on nearby Quadra 
Island.

above: outside the Willows Hotel [Bca c-04405]

Right: the Quinney (Quinsam) Hotel, 1920s [McR 7686]

opposite page: the third Willows Hotel view from the water [Bca a-05224]
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THE GENERATION OF HYDROELECTRIC POWER

Campbell River first received electricity in 1935, however 
it was in 1947 when the John Har t power station went 
on line that the area had access to 60 cycle power. The 
hydroelectric potential of the area was noticed in the 
1890s by developers though it was not until after the end 
of World War Two, when the B.C. Power Commission 
was formed, that hydroelectric power was developed. 

Three dams on the Campbell River were built at the 
same time as par t of the power generating system 
and include: Strathcona, Ladore and John Har t. The 
development of this power generating system was the 
idea of Premier John Har t. Although there were some 
ear lier major hydroelectric projects, most electricity 
was still produced by diesel generators, which resulted 
in ver y expensive electricity for the consumer. The 
postwar hydroelectric projects resulted in readily 
available electricity and allowed the proliferation of 
electrical consumer products. The John Har t power 
station, built between 1947 and 1953, had the most 
impact on the Campbell River community. 

In order to accommodate the workers at the John Har t 
facility, a nearby townsite was developed. The original 
townsite, known as “Hydro Hollow” was adjacent to 
the power station, with access granted by the “Circle 
Drive” that looped through the site. Ten houses were 
built in 1947-48, all of which were fully occupied by 
1949. These consisted of three and four-room houses, 
with a full basement and a one-car garage in the 
basement. The houses were vacated by 1974, and 

were moved off the site by the following year ; some 
still sur vive in the surrounding area. The townsite was 
considered a showpiece of the Campbell River and 
the BC Hydro community, and boasted a rich cultural 
life . Two gardeners cared for the extensive gardens, 
and seasonal celebrations included a festive show of 
Christmas lights and a major Halloween bonfire. 

BC Hydro’s Campbell River System is a complex 
infrastructure of inter-related uses, including industrial, 
recreational and environmental of the Campbell River 
that are now considered inseparable from each other. In 
addition to providing the community’s power, the John 
Har t reservoir is also integral to the City of Campbell 
River as the primary source of its drinking water. 

above: John Hart power plant 
construction, 1948 [Bca i-27493]

Right: John Hart power plant, 1953 
[Bca i-27489]
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CAMPBELL RIVER COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

The community of Campbell River began thousands of 
years ago with the First Nation people, and continued to 
develop with the influx of settlers, loggers, fishermen, and 
businessmen in the late 1800s. The population continued 
to grow, and by the 1920s there was demand for amenities 
including schools, hospitals, and social gathering places. The 
population of Campbell River had more than quadrupled 
between 1913 and the end of the First World War resulting 
in the critical mass required to achieve community needs 
and wants. In 1922, the first community hall in Campbell 
River was constructed, built on land donated by local 
resident Jack Smoth. By the 1940s the community had 
outgrown the original community hall and by 1958 a new 
building had been constructed. Although not a community 
organization in itself, the construction of the community 
halls demonstrated the desire for a space for community 
gathering and activities. The construction of the first 
community hall was a precursor to the associations and 
events that would form in later years. 

The Tyee Club is one of the longest running community 
organizations in Campbell River. The Club was formed 
in 1924 by local anglers, initiated by Ned Painter, 
who were concerned about the population of the 
giant salmon and the popularity of the spor t fishing 
industr y. During a “meeting held at the Willows Hotel, 
five fishermen formed the Tyee Club in an effor t 
to standardize salmon fishing in B.C .  Membership 
required fishermen to land a spring salmon over 30 
pounds using light tackle and a row boat”.41 The club is 
now known as the Tyee Club of British Columbia.

community Hall under construction 
[McR 18425]
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In the late 1940s and ear ly 1950s Campbell River’s 
population increased significantly due to a hydroelectric 
power development project and the opening the 
Elk Falls Mill. Likewise, during these years there 
was an increase in the establishment of community 
organizations including the formation of the Campbell 
River Rotar y Club in 1946, which is still an active par t 
of the community. 

In 1958, a group of histor y buffs formed the Campbell 
River and District Historical Society that was the 
beginning of what is now the largest regional Museum 
of Vancouver Island. By the following year, they had 
amassed a collection of 200 ar tefacts. Space in the 
former Lourdes Hospital building was made into 
Campbell River’s first Museum. It was not long before 
the collection outgrew this space and in 1967 the 
Museum moved into a new building located on the newly 
created Tyee Plaza, the combined museum, librar y and 
tourist bureau was Campbell River’s centennial project 
to celebrate the confederation of Canada. Today, the 
Museum at Campbell River occupies a purpose built 
facility with a mission to collect, preserve and interpret 
the human histor y of Campbell River and region.

Since the ear ly development of such groups, community 
organizations continue to flourish in this community. 
The Sybil Andrews Heritage Society was formed in 
December of 2004. The Society was created for the 
purpose of saving and restoring the Sybil Andrews and 
Walter Morgan cottage proper ty (containing both the 

cottage and the Walter Morgan ‘shed’) as a heritage site 
and as a place for local ar tists to study ar t and music and 
to appreciate Sybil Andrews’ international contribution 
to ar t.  Sybil Andrews was an internationally renowned 
linocut ar tist who lived in Campbell River from 1947 
until her death in 1992. 

Built in 1947 as the Van Isle Movie Theatre, the Tidemark 
Theatre has since become a Campbell River institution 
for live performance ar t. The building is owned by the 
City of Campbell River and managed by the Tidemark 
Theatre Society, a registered charity whose vision is for 
the Tidemark to be a centre of excellence for ar ts and 
culture; their mission is to create a culturally diverse 
theatre environment and economic anchor that inspires 
and engages stakeholders. 

A var iety of other social groups, community groups, 
annual events and gatherings, and ser vice clubs 
continue to flourish in Campbell River. The First Nation 
community holds regular potlatch ceremonies and 
other events at the Kwanwat’si Big House in Campbell 
River. The Salmon Festival Society, a registered charity, 
organizes several festivals and events including the 
"Nor th Island Logger Spor ts", a festival that depicts 
the historic and modern logging practices of the 
area and also holds logging competitions, the festival 
is currently the largest of its kind in Canada. The 
community has also proven its commitment to spor ts 
and recreation through the many groups devoted to 
var ious activities. 
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EDUCATION, HEALTH, AND WELFARE 

As the population of Campbell River continued to 
grow during the ear ly 1900s, so too did the need for 
the establishment of institutions devoted to education 
and health. Many of the loggers, businessmen, 
fishermen, and other settlers who arrived in the area 
also brought families with them, or created families 
upon their arrival, resulting in the need for schools to 
educate their children. By 1910, school classes were 
being held in makeshift classrooms and in 1911 the 
first schoolhouse was constructed for the children of 
Campbell River, located on the hill behind what is now 
Municipal Hall.

In 1910 the autumn brought schooldays for the first 

time in the fledgling community of Campbell River. 

Young Harold Campbell, fresh out of high school 

himself, arrived to teach a smattering of pupils . 

Campbell later recalled: …  ‘I suspect that Mr. 

Thulin being the only significant taxpayer, provided 

everything for the first school, which was held in a 

room in the old original red hotel’ … Less than two 

years later the number of school-age children had 

increased to warrant the building of a schoolhouse, 

on land which Charles Thulin donated.42

By 1924, a new school was constructed as the community 
had outgrown the small one-room schoolhouse. 
The new public school employed two teachers and 
in its first year had 58 enrolled students. The school 
cost $8,500 to construct. By 1950, Campbell River 
Elementar y High School was opened.

At the same time, the growing community needed a 
hospital. Logging, the major industr y at the time, was 
a dangerous occupation that resulted in numerous 
injuries, many which could not be treated in the small 

Hospital room in a logging camp 
near campbell River [Bca F-08694]
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hospital rooms located in the logging camps. In 1914, 
“government assistance, funds provided by other 
residents and the logging companies, and donations 
from Vancouver businesses solicited by Thulin resulted 
in the construction of a small hospital … the town’s 
first doctor arrived before the building was quite 
completed, and he treated patients for a time from 
the Willows Annex”.43 In 1924, following the First 

The hospital complex grew to contain its own laundry, a nurses’ residence 

and a house for the resident priest. The surrounding grounds were put 

to use providing the hospital with fresh milk, eggs and vegetables, 

and the flower gardens became a showplace … When a stonemason 

finished building a new chimney for the hospital, the nuns asked him 

to build a grotto financed by the donation of a grateful patient. They 

placed statues of St. Mary and St. Bernadette there and would retreat 

to it for a quiet time away from their busy workload.44

Today, the nurses’ residence and the grotto still exist; 
they are located near the present day Municipal Hall. In 
the 1950s, the Lourdes Hospital was closed, as it could 
no longer ser ve the community. A new, three-storey 
hospital was opened in 1957 followed that October by 
the construction of a nurses’ residence. 

World War, the hospital was closed for two years due 
to financial troubles. However, two years later through 
the effor ts of a hospital society committee, the hospital 
was reopened under the operation of the Sisters of St. 
Ann. The Sisters renamed the hospital ‘Our Lady of 
Lourdes’, it later became known as Lourdes Hospital; 
the hospital was maintained by a monthly contribution 
of $1 per man from the logging companies.

school, campbell River, circa 1913 
(Campbell River’s first school) [BCA 
c-02366]
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SPIRITUAL LIFE

Unlike many other small communities in Canada, 
Campbell River did not develop around a strong church 
community, as it evolved primarily as an industrial area. 
It did develop however, through the spiritual influence 
of the strong First Nation presence in the area, an 
influence that encouraged the respect and appreciation 
of the natural world. By 1904, a church presence did 
begin to establish itself in the community. By combining 
with medical ser vices, the Anglican Church gained 
a following in the logging camps by treating injured 
loggers. In 1931, St. Peter’s Anglican Church was 
constructed in Campbell River and consecrated by 
Archbishop Sexton on June 1, 1941; a United Church 
was constructed on Seventh Avenue in 1953; and in 
the late 1950s a new Catholic Church, St. Patrick’s was 
constructed in Campbellton. Today, churches of many 
denominations exist in Campbell River, illustrating the 
continued diversity of the area. The Campbell River 
cemetery and the First Nation cemetery in Campbell 
River (the Laichwiltach cemetery on the Tyee spit) are 
both notable sites in the community, which represent 
the histor y and the spirituality of the area. 

LOCAL GOVERNANCE

The histor y of formal local 
government in Campbell River began 
in the 1920s. Until 1925, Campbell 
River used a jail at Quadra Island, this 
however became cumbersome, and 
Campbell River built its own police 
station that same year. Constable 
Dawson was the first policeman, he 
was in charge of a large territor y that 
included the islands and mainland 
inlets both nor th and south of the 
community. 

Campbell River was incorporated as a 
Village on June 24, 1947 and became 
the District of Campbell River in 1964. 
In 1967, the community celebrated 
Canada’s centennial by completing 
three Centennial projects – the 
construction of a new Museum, a 
new librar y, and a Tourist Information 
Centre. The Tourist Information 
Centre building is now home to the 
Campbell River Ar t Galler y. 

Campbell River officially became the 
City of Campbell River in 2005. The 
City provides a full range of municipal 
ser vices and promotes the histor y 
and culture of the Campbell River 
area.

Top: Government offices, Campbell RIver, 1948 [BCA 
i-20793]

Middle: centennial Building construction, 1967 [McR 
11337]
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ARTS AND CULTURE

Campbell River has a rich histor y of ar ts and culture 
that has persisted since the First Nation people of the 
area began their traditions of ritual and ar t thousands 
of years ago. Today, ar ts and culture is celebrated 
through the First Nation people, as well as different 
organizations and institutions devoted to the Campbell 
River cultural community. 

The per vasive influence of the ar ts and culture of the 
First Nation people of the area is evident in a number 
of historic places, including the NuyumbaleesMuseum 
and Cultural Centre at Cape Mudge on Quadra Island, 
where exceptional pieces of Fir st Nation ar t and r itual 
are on display, as well as through the var ious car vings 
displayed around Campbell River itself, including in 
front of the Campbell River Museum. Sam Henderson 
or members of the Sam Henderson family created 
many of the car vings displayed throughout Campbell 
River and the Nuyumbalees Museum, however, many 
other talented car vers have contr ibuted significant 
works of ar t to the community.   

One of the contr ibutors to the ar ts and culture 
community in Campbell River was Sybil Andrews. 
Sybil Andrews was born in Bur y St. Edmonds, Suffolk, 
England in 1898. Pr ior to discovering her talent and 
passion for ar t, Sybil worked as an oxyacetylene 
welder during Wor ld War One. It was during this work 
that she began her correspondence course with John 
Hassall and gained her fir st introduction to the wor ld 
of ar t. Following the war, Sybil attended the Heather ley 

clockwise From above: 

cR totem pole with george gustav 
Heye, 1918 (smithsonian national 
Museum of the american indian 
p11608)

“Racing”, 1934 by sybil andrews, 
linocut print [glenbow Museum 
80.19.2]

Below: sybil andrews in her 
campbell River home [from www.
bookroomartpress.co.uk, accessed 
March 31, 2010]
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School of Fine Ar t, London, where she studied with 
Henr y G. Massey and in 1922 and with Claude Flight 
at the Grosvenor School of Fine Ar t, London. By the 
1930s Sybil had gained an international reputation 
for her modernist colour linocuts. During the Second 
World War, Sybil met her future husband, Walter 
Morgan, while working in the shipyards of the city of 
Southamptom in England. Walter and Sybil marr ied in 
1943 and by 1947, they were on route to Campbell 
River. The home Sybil and Walter owned as well as the 
surrounding environment would become inspiration 
for both Sybil and Walter’s ar t; their proper ty was 
a studio to both of them. The couple would remain 
in their Campbell River home for the rest of their 
lives. Today, Sybil’s legacy is kept alive through the 
Sybil Andrews Heritage Society, which was formed 
in December of 2004 for the purpose of saving and 
restoring the proper ty (containing both the cottage 
and the Walter Morgan ‘shed’) as a heritage site and 
as a place for local ar tists to study ar t and music . 
Sybil’s ar t is still sought after and studied around the 
wor ld. The Glenbow Museum in Calgar y received 
over 500 pieces of Sybil’s ar t in 1991. 

The Parks, Recreation and Culture Depar tment of the 
City of Campbell River offers a var iety of programs 
throughout the year, which are open to ever yone, and 
the Campbell River Ar ts Council exists as a suppor t to 
local ar tists. The Ar ts Council works to adver tise and 
strengthen the ar ts community in Campbell River.

In addition to different community organizations, 
Campbell River boasts several institutions devoted to 
the preservation and empowerment of ar t, culture, 
and histor y. The Campbell River and District Public Ar t 
Galler y offers contemporary exhibits, which change 
throughout the year. The Galler y also offers classes, 
workshops, ar tist talks, and school programs, all of 
which work to encourage the growth of the Campbell 
River ar ts community. The Maritime Heritage Centre, 
built on the site of an old sewage treatment plant, was 
constructed in 1998. It is devoted to the histor y of the 
local coastal waters and the relationship between those 
waters and the greater Campbell River community. The 
Maritime Heritage Centre is open to the public, has 
maritime-related exhibits, and hosts special events 
such as the ‘Island Voices’ a cappella choir performance, 
the Pier Street Farmers Market, the Boat Rodeo, the 
Christmas Market, and an annual event showcasing 

renowned authors. Its most 
notable exhibit is the original 
fully restored BCP-45 boat, 
which was once pictured on 
the Canadian five-dollar bill. 

One of the most impressive 
assets devoted to the 
preservation and promotion 
of the histor y and culture of 
the Campbell River area is the 
comprehensive Museum at 
Campbell River. Star ting as a 
Historical Society with display 
cases in the Municipal Hall in 
1958, the current Museum is 
now situated on land identified 
in the current Official 

the tidemark theatre in campbell 
River, date unknown [McR – Baldwin 
Fonds]
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Community Plan (OCP) as a designated Heritage 
Conservation Area.  Permanent exhibits include the 
histor y of the First Nation people of the area, Logging, 
Commercial and Spor ts Fishing, Pioneers and ear ly 
coastal life .  A theatre fur thers the interpretation by 
showing a series of films:  an animated First Nation 
interpretation of a local landmark, the Big Rock Story, 
as well as the explosion of Ripple Rock, recently 
declared a National Historic Event and a film on 
Roderick Haig-Brown.  In addition,  'Histor y outdoors’ 
fur ther interprets our logging and fishing histor y with 
a fully functioning Steam donkey and logging truck, as 
well as a faithfully restored cod fishing boat with a 
unique Japanese Canadian histor y.  This boat won an 
Outstanding Achievement Award from the Heritage 
Society of BC. Over 80 species of indigenous plants are 
interpreted in First Nation languages and traditional 
uses are identified. The Museum also holds and 
manages the Campbell River Archives. The Museum 
Archives and Research Centre is open to the public 

and is used for primary research by students, authors, 
journalists and historians.  Over 30,000 images cover 
the histor y of Campbell River area and are shared with 
the British Columbia Archives and other institutions 
and publishers. 
 
The Museum also manages a B.C . Heritage site, the 
Haig-Brown House, which hosts a Canada Council 
sponsored Writer in Residence.  Campbell River’s 
most notable citizen, Roderick Haig-Brown, was an 
internationally famous Canadian writer and ear ly leader 
of the conservation movement in Canada who lived 
in Campbell River for much of his life . Haig-Brown’s 
contribution to the cultural environment of Campbell 
River through his over 25 books and over 200 ar ticles 
is undeniable. Public, school, tour groups and special 
events help preserve and interpret this significant local 
historic site.    
 
Showcasing Campbell River’s past, the Museum at 
Campbell River is one of the most valuable local 
resources for interpreting and celebrating the rich 
culture, ar t and histor y of the area.  

Another of the ar ts and culture landmarks in Campbell 
River is the Tidemark Theatre. Originally constructed 
in 1947 as the Van Isle Theatre, the Tidemark was 
conver ted from a movie theatre to a live performance 
ar t venue. The Tidemark Theatre is owned by the City of 
Campbell River and managed by the Tidemark Theatre 
Society, a non-profit society devoted to bringing 
diverse performances to Campbell River. The theatre 
hosts around 200 performances a year and devotes its 
lobby to showcasing the work of local ar tists.

Right: campbell River Museum 
[www.ourbc.com, accessed March 
31, 2010]

Below: campbell River modern 
First nation art located at the McR 
discovery Mall
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THE CULTURE OF SPORT AND LEISURE

Today, due to its rich histor y and unique geographical 
location, Campbell River has become a worldwide 
destination for spor t and leisure. Beginning with the 
spor t fishing industr y of the late 1880s, which initiated a 
vibrant tourism industr y, Campbell River has continued 
to attract visitors. 

Kayakers enjoying the wilderness of 
campbell River (photo courtesy inga 
clemens)

The culture of spor t and leisure is expressed today in 
Campbell River through the numerous activities and 
destinations in the area. From spor t fishing, to diving, to 
kayaking, to boating, to cycling, to hiking and camping, 
to visiting resor ts and taking cruises, Campbell River is 
a mecca for outdoor leisure and activity. 
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Canadian theme: 1.0 Peopling the Land
Canadian Sub-theme: Canada’s Ear liest Inhabitants
Campbell River theme: First Nation of Campbell River
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the ancient and continuing First Nation presence in Campbell River. For thousands 
of years, the Campbell River area has had a significant First Nation population. This theme also ar ticulates the 
activities associated with maintaining, developing, experiencing and celebrating the different First Nation cultural 
identities and practices of Campbell River ; past and present; with demonstrating distinctive ways of life .
Examples:

Kwanwat’si Big House•	
Thunderbird Hall•	
The Laichwiltach cemetery on the Tyee spit•	
The Tyee spit•	
Existing fish weir remnants - First Nation sculptures located around the •	
city 
Big Rock•	
Campbell River Museum•	
Exhibits at Nuyumbalees Museum and Cultural Centre       •	

             
Canadian theme: 1.0 Peopling the Land
Canadian Sub-theme: People and the Environment
Campbell River theme: Response to a Unique Geography
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the interactions with the water, mountains, and forests that spurred industr y, 
spor t, leisure, and culture in the area. As a community on Discovery Passage, there exists within it, a sense of 
remoteness/wilderness and a connection to the landscape. The geography of the place has had significant impact 
on the development of Campbell River.
Examples:

Parks•	
Trails•	
Walks along the ocean•	
The Campbell River•	
Haig-Brown House•	

above: Fallen down totem at the 
nuyumbalees Museum

Right: Bog trail, strathcona park
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Canadian theme: 1.0 Peopling the Land
Canadian Sub-theme: People and the Environment
Campbell River theme: Environmentalism
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the environmental movement in Campbell River that has been occurring in earnest 
since the 1920s. 
Examples:

Ann and Roderick Haig-Brown House •	
Beaver Lodge Lands•	
The Campbell River•	
Fish hatcheries•	

Canadian theme: 1.0 Peopling the Land
Canadian Sub-theme: Settlement
Campbell River theme: Settlement
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the patterns of settlement in the Campbell River area, as well as the origins of the 
people who settled there. Campbell River was inhabited by First Nation people for thousands of years prior to 
the arrival of non-Native settlers and continues to have a significant First Nation population. Of the non-Native 
settlers, most were European - English, Ir ish, Scottish, Swedish, Finnish, Austrian – and began arriving in the mid-
1800s. The industries of the area also attracted a Chinese and Japanese population. 
Examples:

Thulin Street and sites associated with the family•	
Ear ly homesteads•	
Pre-war houses•	

Beaver lodge Forest lands



47

City of CAMPBELL RiVER 
HiStoRiC CoNtEXt StAtEMENt AND tHEMAtiC fRAMEWoRK

Canadian theme: 1.0 Peopling the Land
Canadian Sub-theme: Migration and Immigration
Campbell River theme: Pioneer Families
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the contributions of ear ly pioneers to the culture and 
development of Campbell River. 
Examples:

Thulin Street and sites associated with the family•	
Ear ly homesteads•	
Pre-war houses•	
Painter’s Lodge•	
Areas of land settled by pioneers•	

Canadian theme: 2.0 Developing Economies
Canadian Sub-theme: Hunting and Gathering
Campbell River theme: Hunting and Gathering
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the different sites associated with hunting and gathering activities. In Campbell 
River this includes fishing the waters for food and the forests for game to hunt.  
Examples:

Waterways, the Campbell River, Discovery Passage•	
Forests•	

Canadian theme: 2.0 Developing Economies
Canadian Sub-theme: Trade and Commerce
Campbell River theme: Local Commercial Centre
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the activities relating to buying, selling and exchanging goods and services. The 
harnessing of natural resources has played a crucial role in the economic development of Campbell River. Local 
industries such as sawmills, timber companies, mines, and fishing operations all provided an ear ly focus to the 
community’s commerce.
Examples:

Forests•	
Sites of logging camps•	
Mining sites•	

above: painter’s lodge

Below: entrance to lynx Mine
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Canadian theme: 2.0 Developing Economies
Canadian Sub-theme: Trade and Commerce/Extraction and Production
Campbell River theme: The Industries: A Resource-Based Economy
Sub-themes:
Forestr y: Logging, Forest Products and Reforestation
Fishing: Spor t and Commercial & fish processing
Mining
Tourism
Notes: This theme, and four subsequent sub-themes, ar ticulates the impact the different industries that developed 
and shaped the Campbell River community.  Activities associated with identifying and managing land covered in 
trees for commercial timber purposes; activities associated with gathering, producing, distributing, and consuming 
resources from aquatic environments useful to humans; activities associated with the manufacture, production 
and distribution of goods; activities associated with the identification, extraction, processing and distribution of 
mineral ores, precious stone and other such inorganic substances. This theme also ar ticulates the sites associated 
with the development of the Campbell River industries including the provision of accommodation for various 
spor t and leisure activities. 
Examples:

Site of the three Willows Hotels•	
Sites of logging camps•	
Reforestation sites•	
Fire suppression camp sites•	
Trees that survived the 1938 fire•	
Beaver Lodge Lands•	
Mining sites•	
Quinsam Hotel•	
Painter’s Lodge•	
Pier•	
Fishing boats•	
Harbour•	
Site of the original wharf•	

left: trees & Moss near the Quinsam River 2007 

Right: Quinsam Hotel
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Canadian theme: 2.0 Developing Economies
Canadian Sub-theme: Technology and Engineering
Campbell River theme: Generation of Hydroelectric Power
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the impact the development of hydroelectric power had on the Campbell River 
community. Specifically, the impact of BC Hydro and the John Har t projects. 
Examples:

John Har t Generating Station•	

Canadian theme: 2.0 Developing Economies
Canadian Sub-theme: Labour
Campbell River theme: Labour Force Driven by Resource Based Economy 
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the patterns of settlement in Campbell River based on the industries of the time 
– as industries attracted workers to the area, neighbourhoods were created. 
Examples:

Pre-war and post-war housing developments in Campbell River for workers moving to the area because •	
of the industries
Logging sites•	
Sites of ear ly amenities•	
Mining sites•	

Canadian theme: 3.0 Building Social and Community Life
Canadian Sub-theme: Community Organizations
Campbell River theme: Campbell River Community Organizations
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the impact of activities and organizational arrangements for the provision of social 
groups and activities in Campbell River.
Examples:

Hotels•	
Sybil Andrews Cottage•	
Roderick Haig-Brown House•	
Painter’s Lodge•	
Community halls•	
Campbell River Museum•	 John Hart Woodstave penstocks
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Canadian theme: 3.0 Building Social and Community Life
Canadian Sub-theme: Education and Social Well-Being/Religious Life 
Campbell River theme: Education, Health and Welfare
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the activities associated with teaching and learning by children and adults, formally 
and informally as well as activities and processes associated with the provision of social ser vices by the state or 
philanthropic organizations, and activities associated with par ticular systems of faith and worship.
Examples:

Site of the first school house•	
Site of the first Elementar y school and High School•	
Site of community halls•	
Site of the Lourdes Hospital•	
Sisters of St. Ann House•	

Canadian theme: 3.0 Building Social and Community Life
Canadian Sub-theme: Education and Social Well-Being/Religious Life 
Campbell River theme: Spiritual Life
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the activities associated with the spiritual life of the people of Campbell River. 
Influenced by the relationship between the First Nation people and the surrounding environment, the commuity 
of Campbell River developed a spirituality surrounding the natural world, defined by respect and appreciated. 
Organized religions also have had a long-term presence in the community. 
Examples:

Cemeteries – Campbell River Cemetery and the First Nation Laichwiltach cemetery on the Tyee spit•	
The Sisters of St. Ann House•	
The Grotto at the Sisters of St. Ann House•	
St. Peter’s Anglican Church •	
The site of the United Church on Seventh Avenue •	
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church •	

First nation cemetery, 2010
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Canadian theme: 4.0 Governing Canada
Canadian Sub-theme: Politics and Political Processes 
Campbell River theme: Local Governance
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the development of Campbell River as it went from a 
settlement, to a village, to a town, to the City it has become. This theme also ar ticulates 
the development of Campbell River’s municipal government.
Examples:

Centennial buildings•	
Municipal Hall•	
Cour thouse•	
Federal Building•	

Canadian theme: 5.0 Expressing Intellectual and Cultural Life
Canadian Sub-theme: Learning and the Ar ts
Campbell River theme: Ar ts and Culture
Notes: This theme ar ticulates activities associated with the production and performance of literar y, ar tistic, 
and other imaginative, interpretive or inventive works; and/or associated with the production and expression of 
cultural phenomena; and/or environments that have inspired such creative activities.
Examples:

Sybil Andrews Cottage•	
Tidemark Theatre•	
Campbell River Museum•	
Campbell River Ar t Galler y•	
Roderick Haig-Brown House•	
Big Rock•	
Maritime Heritage Centre•	
Painter’s Lodge/Resor t•	
First Nation car vings•	
Nuyumbalees Museum and Cultural Centre at Cape Mudge on Quadra Island•	

above: campbell River Federal 
Building, 2010

Below: tidemark theatre interior, 
2010
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Canadian theme: 5.0 Expressing Intellectual and Cultural Life
Canadian Sub-theme: Architecture and Design
Campbell River theme: Architecture in Response to the Local Environment
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the vernacular architecture of Campbell River and activities associated with the 
production of architectural works, as well as activities 
that inspired architectural design.
Examples:

Tidemark Theatre•	
Pre-war and post-war housing•	
Maritime Heritage Centre•	
Campbell River Museum•	
Centennial Buildings•	
Federal Building•	

Canadian theme: 5.0 Expressing Intellectual and Cultural Life
Canadian Sub-theme: Spor ts and Leisure
Campbell River theme: The Culture of Spor t and Leisure
Notes: This theme ar ticulates the activities associated with organized recreational and health promotional 
activities and tourism in Campbell River.
Examples:

Ann and Roderick Haig-Brown House•	
Fishing lodges•	
Hotels•	
Trails and paths•	
Beaver Lodge Lands•	
Sites devoted to the provision of, maintenance of, and promotion of such activities and sites as:•	

Spor t fishing -
Cycling  -
Camping  -
Parks  -
Boating  -

Rafting  -
Whale watching   -
Hiking   -
Kayaking   -
Beaches -

Modern house in campbell River

estuary, 2007 (photo courtesy Fae 
Hansen)
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I don’t dislike trolling, but I like fly-fishing so 

much better that I would rather search for 

a two-pound trout in a river than troll for a 

sixty-pound salmon in salt water.

Roderick Haig-Brown, A River Never Sleeps


